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WHAT IS PUBLIC POLICY? 
Examples of public policy are minimum wage laws, public assistance programs, safety in schools and 
domestic violence. The definition of public policy is the laws, priorities and governmental actions that 
reflect the attitudes and rules for the public. 

WHAT IS A RESOLUTION? 
A Resolution is a statement broken into sections for clarity.  It should always have a title, usually the 
name of the bill if it pertains to a piece of legislation or the subject, if it is does not.  The title is followed 
by a maximum of three "WHEREAS" statements, which contain the reasons why the legislation or 
subject is needed.  The text of the bill will usually have a statement at the end providing the information 
needed.  The "RESOLVED" statements  the action desired. 

WHY DO WE NEED RESOLUTIONS? 
Adopted resolutions show an agreement by the membership on a viewpoint of an issue. Resolutions can 
be used as tools for advocating important issues at the local, state, and national levels. 

WHAT IS LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY?  
Legislative advocacy refers to efforts to influence the introduction, enactment, or modification of 
legislation. The most common means of legislative advocacy involves contacting a legislator, sharing your 
views on an issue, and asking him or her to vote a specific way on a bill.

WHY ADVOCACY?  
One of the most important aspects of our system of government is that it is representative—those who make 
our laws represent us. But how can they represent us unless we let them know what we are thinking? We 
can and should remind leaders of their responsibilities to their constituents and offer them constructive 
ideas. If we do, we can bring about public policy changes. 

DOES ADVOCACY WORK? 
Recent research by the Congressional Management Foundation confirms that advocacy does make 
a difference. Legislative staffs reported that if a legislator had not reached a firm decision on an 
issue, individualized contacts would have “a lot” of influence. 
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HOW CAN YOUR CLUB BE INVOLVED? 

• To view a specific state bill and its status, search ‘(name of state) legislature’ ou will find a link to
Bills.  Follow the link; in the search line state the bill number, name or subject.  Or you will find a
telephone number that can be called to obtain the same information.
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