
 

 

 

Federation Friday 

GFWC-NC is calling and I must go 

New York was the place to be in the mid to late 1800’s.  

Women suffragettes were joining forces and blazing a 

path we benefit from today.   

The first United States organized woman’s rights 

convention took place July 19-20, 1848, in Seneca 

Falls, NY at Wesleyan Chapel with nearly 200 women 

in attendance.  Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton, two abolitionists who met at the 1840 World 

Anti-Slavery Convention in London, organized the 

event.  Stanton read aloud the “Declaration of 

Sentiments and Grievances” she modeled after the 

Declaration of Independence.  Its preamble featured 

the proclamation, “We hold these truths to be self-

evident: that all men and women are created equal; 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

inalienable rights…” The Declaration of Sentiments 

and Grievances then detailed the injustices inflicted 

upon women in the United States and called upon U.S. 

women to organize and petition for their rights.  The 

Seneca Falls Convention was followed two weeks later 

by an even larger meeting in Rochester, N.Y.  

Jane Cunningham Croly, our very own GFWC founder, 

was denied admittance in an all-male press club 

honoring British novelist Charles Dickens in 1868.  As a 

result, she formed a woman’s club – Sorosis.  In 

celebration of Sorosis’ 21st anniversary in 1889, Jane 

invited women’s clubs throughout the United States 
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to pursue the cause of federation by attending a 

convention in New York City.  On April 24, 1890, 

63 clubs officially formed the General Federation 

of Women’s Clubs by ratifying the GFWC 

constitution. 

Because our determined and passionate 

foremothers were relentless in the pursuit of 

women’s equality, the 19th Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution was certified on August 26, 1920, 

giving women the right to vote.  In 1971, 

Representative Bella Abzug championed a bill in 

the U.S. Congress to designate August 26 as 

“Women’s Equality Day.” The bill says that “the 

President is authorized and requested to issue a 

proclamation annually in commemoration of that 

day in 1920, on which the women of America were 

first given the right to vote.” 
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